T.8-9
T.9-10 T. The apex of the curve was 8 centimetres from the midline.
After incision of the deep fascia the whole flap was reflected medially to the spinous processes. The lateral group of spinal muscles was divided transversely at the level of the disc protrusion.
The rib concerned was stripped subperiosteally from its angle to the transverse process and either the rib above or the rib below was similarly stripped.
The pleura was swept away and retracted.
The intercostal nerve was identified and traced to its bony exit. In only one of the seven patients was a pneumothorax produced and this was rapidly absorbed. Laminectomy ( Fig. 8 ) was performed by removing the posterior elements, including the spinal processes and laminae, of two or three vertebrae.
In eleven of the fifteen patients the disc was exposed transdurally ; in four patients exposure was extradural.
In 
